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This monitoring report is intended to provide Members of the Senedd and interested
stakeholders with an update on key policy developments related to justice. It prioritises
Wales-specific material and England-and-Wales developments with clear implications
for Welsh services.

The report covers the period from 7 May 2026 to 13 October 2026. As this is the first
report of the Seventh Senedd, pre-election developments likely to remain relevant have
also been included.

Senedd Research has also published a series of articles on criminal justice in Wales.
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1. Justice in Wales

Pre-election

UK Government’s police reform white paper.

It welcomed the “constructive approach” of the Home Office in "engaging with
the unique Welsh landscape” in the paper. It also stated that, when decisions
are made regarding the reduction in the number of police forces, “no single
regional police force should operate across both sides of the Anglo-Welsh
border”.

In March 2026, the previous Welsh Government noted agreements with
the UK Government, including:

e ajoint statement with the UK Government, including commitments to

devolve responsibilities for funding local youth justice services, and
expand the Welsh Government's oversight role in these services;

diversion and out of court resolutions for children on 9 March 2026.

The document provides advice to help keep children under 18 out of the justice
system and prevent further offending in Wales.

Post-election

In July 2026, a series of official statistics relating to justice in Wales were
published, including:
e 23 July — Office for National Statistics, “Crime in England and Wales:

analysis of the four Welsh forces, although many survey estimates remain
England-and-Wales level.

with relevance to Welsh police-force performance.



https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-response-uk-government-police-reform-white-paper
https://www.gov.wales/agreement-between-uk-government-and-welsh-government-on-youth-justice-and-probation
https://www.gov.wales/agreement-on-the-production-of-a-memorandum-of-understanding-on-probation-services-in-wales
https://www.gov.wales/agreement-on-the-production-of-a-memorandum-of-understanding-on-probation-services-in-wales
https://www.gov.wales/principles-and-guidelines-diversion-and-out-court-resolutions-children
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/crimeinenglandandwalesyearendingmarch2026
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/crimeinenglandandwalesyearendingmarch2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/crime-outcomes-in-england-and-wales-2025-to-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/crime-outcomes-in-england-and-wales-2025-to-2026
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e 30 July — Ministry of Justice, “Criminal Justice Statistics Quarterly:

out-of-court resolutions across England and Wales.

e 30 July — Ministry of Justice/ HM Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS),

Wales-specific dataset, breaking down prisoners by Welsh local authority
origin, prison, sentence status, offence, age, ethnicity and religion. Senedd

Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice, Alex Norris MP, calling for
partnership working between the governments on justice.

The Deputy First Miniter called for an “early commitment from him to the
devolution of justice and policing, as a demonstration of the UK Government's
revised approach to devolution”.

She also wrote to the Minister of State at the Ministry of Justice, Catherine
McKinnell MP, emphasising the “commitment to reduce the disproportionate
impact of the justice system on women in Wales”.

Welsh Government confirmed that it had not calculated the cost of
devolving policing and criminal justice to Wales.

It noted that this “work is under development”, and that initial costs of
devolution “would depend on the extent of devolution, the timescales, and the
approach to implementation”.

In October 2026, the Cabinet Minister for Government Effectiveness and the
proposed standing National Commission for Wales could consider the costs
involved in devolving “the entire justice system”.

intention to “pursue the full devolution of justice and policing to Wales
with the urgency this deserves”.



https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-justice-statistics-quarterly-march-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/criminal-justice-statistics-quarterly-march-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/safety-in-custody-quarterly-update-to-march-2026/safety-in-custody-statistics-england-and-wales-deaths-in-prison-custody-to-june-2026-assaults-and-self-harm-to-march-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/welsh-justice-data-annual-release-2026
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/why-are-people-from-wales-in-prison-what-the-data-can-tell-us/
https://www.gov.wales/call-work-partnership-justice-wales
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-08/ATISN%2027195_0.pdf
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/16278#C774991
https://www.gov.wales/programme-for-government-2026-to-2030

Monitoring Report: Justice

"good time to look at those issues".

On 17 September 2026, the Minister for Prisons, Probation and Reducing

Constitution, Justice and External Affairs Committee, Carrie Harper MS,
with an update on the proposed Swansea Residential Women'’s Centre.

The Minister said that the Centre had not received funding from the last
Spending Review, and the UK Government is “considering how the Residential
Women's Centre model best aligns with current priorities and the evolving
profile of the custodial cohort”.

On 23 September 2026, the Equality, Human Rights and Social Justice

Cabinet Minister for Equality and Social Justice, Sioned Williams MS.

The session covered areas including crime prevention and the Welsh
Government'’s proposed human rights Bill.

Welsh Tribunals was published.

The President, Sir Gary Hickinbotton, said that he had an initial meeting with
the new Counsel General, Elfyn Liwyd, who “confirmed the new government's —
and his personal - commitment to the Tribunal Reform Programme and the Bill
to implement it”.

Justice and External Affairs Committee on the Thomas Commission in
September 2026.

In October 2026, HMPPS published:



https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2z52920gvo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2z52920gvo
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/has-wales-been-given-a-route-to-devolved-policing/
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/has-wales-been-given-a-route-to-devolved-policing/
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s176081/Constitution%207-04-%20Paper%2013%20-%20Letter%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Prisons%20Probation%20and%20Reducing%20Offendi.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=983&MId=16247&Ver=4
https://www.gov.wales/president-welsh-tribunals-seventh-annual-report-1-april-2025-31-march-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-09/programme-for-government-2026-to-2030.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=979&MId=16236&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s175542/Constitution7-04-26%20Paper%209%20-%20Thomas%20Commission%20research%20February%202026.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s175506/Constitution7-04-26%20Paper%208%20-%20Thomas%20Commission%20research%20Implementation%20Plan%20May%202026.pdf
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brings together criminal justice partners including: HMPPS, His Majesty's
Courts and Tribunal Service, the Youth Justice Board, Police services in
Wales, Wales, the Welsh Government and others.

Welsh criminal justice system, highlighting actions, challenges, and
commitment to change by 2030".



https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcriminal-justice-board-for-wales-annual-report-2025-to-26&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.hatherley%40senedd.wales%7Cda12480025874c581cf608df22bc2355%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639267863594499657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5LCyTlA3bzwRw6DFiOEDunSS9%2Bq32%2F%2BC9EZO5wScmRk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcriminal-justice-anti-racism-action-plan-for-wales-annual-report-2025-to-2026&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.hatherley%40senedd.wales%7Cda12480025874c581cf608df22bc2355%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639267863594538007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4sIlWJyneL%2FJA%2F183cvki6iSPjhUFlac4be4v7zWqwc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcriminal-justice-anti-racism-action-plan-for-wales-annual-report-2025-to-2026&data=05%7C02%7Csarah.hatherley%40senedd.wales%7Cda12480025874c581cf608df22bc2355%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C639267863594538007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4sIlWJyneL%2FJA%2F183cvki6iSPjhUFlac4be4v7zWqwc%3D&reserved=0
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2. UK Government and UK Parliament
scrutiny

Pre-election

future of HMP Parc.

Recommendations included that the UK Government should pause the
planned expansion of the prison due to the “scale of the failings that were
exposed in 2024".

capacity unless assured that the stability and safety of the prison would not be
affected"”.

despite the Senedd voting to withhold its legislative consent.

The Act makes provisions relating to antisocial behaviour, terrorism, serious
violence, and violence against women and girls.

The Act makes provision about victims' experience of the criminal justice
system, the Victims’' Commissioner, and criminal procedure and court
administration in England and Wales.

On 1 May 2026, the Victims Commissioner for England and Wales

Victims’ Code.

In the response, the Commissioner concludes that “without systemic reform,
robust accountability, and genuine cultural change, the revised Code risks
remaining aspirational rather than transformative”.

10


https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5901/cmselect/cmwelaf/702/report.html
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/53456/standard/pdf/#page=5
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3938
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=700&MId=15793&Ver=4#:%7E:text=Legislative%20Consent%20Motion%3A%20The%20Crime%20and%20Policing%20Bill
https://research.senedd.wales/research-articles/legislative-consent-in-the-sixth-senedd/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3968
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/document/a-new-victims-code-consultation-response/
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Post-election

The plan notes that the UK and Welsh governments “share a commitment to
establishing a clearer and bigger role for the Welsh Government in the delivery
of the youth justice system”.

Chair of the Criminal Cases Review Commission (CCRC) for 12 months
from 9 December 2026.

The CCRC investigates miscarriages of justice in Wales, England and Northern
Ireland. Dame Baird previously served as an Independent Expert Advisor on
justice devolution for the Welsh Government.

inquiry Jagged Justice: Prisons, Probation and Rehabilitation in Wales.

The report made a series of recommendations, including that the UK
Government should “include in its response...a checklist of measures and steps
that need to be taken...in order for a final decision to be reached as to whether
to devolve” probation and youth justice.

to have an expanded and clearly defined role relating to youth justice “at the
beginning of 2027".

Ther report focuses on efforts to strengthen victims' rights, violence against
women and girls, anti-social behaviour and the Crown Court backlog.

In July 2026, the UK Government announced an independent review of
the prison system.

11


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cutting-youth-crime-changing-young-lives
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cutting-youth-crime-changing-young-lives
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dame-vera-baird-dbe-kc-further-appointed-as-interim-chair-of-the-ccrc
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/8905/prisons-probation-and-rehabilitation-in-wales/publications/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/55058/standard/pdf/#page=7
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9805/the-future-of-policing-in-wales/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/27197/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/27197/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/document/annual-report-of-the-victims-commissioner-2024-to-2025/
https://victimscommissioner.org.uk/document/annual-report-of-the-victims-commissioner-2024-to-2025/
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2025-26.

The report states that “widespread ingress of illicit drugs remains a grave threat
to stability in prisons”.

The House of Commons Justice Committee has continued with its inquiry
into Access to Justice.

in England and Wales has been severely eroded by the declining availability of
legal aid”.

The report states “inspections have chronicled an organisation grappling with
serious systemic challenges, an increasingly large and complex caseload, and
continuous change”.

leadership, and a coherent vision for improvement”.

On 8 September 2026, His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire

and Wales for 2025-26.

The Chief Inspector states that upcoming policing reform offers a “a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to achieve lasting reform and make much-needed
improvements to the service provided to the public”.

The House of Commons Justice Committee has continued with its inquiry

the Youth Justice Legal Centre and Steph Roberts-Bibby, Chief Executive, Youth
Justice Board for England and Wales.

12


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-the-prison-system-terms-of-reference
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/independent-review-of-the-prison-system-in-england-and-wales
https://hmiprisons.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmipris_reports/annual-report-2025-26/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9286/access-to-justice/publications/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm5902/cmselect/cmjust/541/report.html
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/annual-report-2026/
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/annual-report-2026/
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/dynamic-inspection-of-public-protection-in-wales-2026/
https://hmiprobation.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/document/dynamic-inspection-of-public-protection-in-wales-2026/
https://hmicfrs.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/publications/state-of-policing-the-annual-assessment-of-policing-in-england-and-wales-2025-26/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9543/children-and-young-adults-in-the-secure-estate/?fromfind=true
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/28133/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
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had been reappointed as His Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Probation.

The reappointment will be for a second term of 3 years from 1 March 2027 to 30
April 2030.

third for some prisoners and from two thirds to half for others”.

The changes are being introduced through the Sentencing Act 2026.

The report covers work to promote consistency in the in the coronial jurisdiction
across England and Wales, and the reconstitution of the Chief Coroner’s
national cadres.

for specialist rape and serious sex offences would be rolled out across
every Crown Court in England and Wales.

2027, all police forces in England and Wales will have dedicated rape and sexual
offence investigation teams, helping to make sure more criminal cases are
prosecuted.

tackle prison drones and drug use, and help offenders into work and
stable accommodation.

As part of these measures, technology firms are being invited to bid for a share
of up to £900,000 to “test new solutions that help protect staff and clamp down
on the smuggling of contraband behind bars”.

House of Commons.

13


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/martin-jones-reappointed-as-his-majestys-chief-inspector-of-probation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-for-victims-about-the-changes-to-prison-release-arrangements/progression-model-changes-to-prison-release-arrangements
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10974/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-10974/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-guide-for-victims-about-the-changes-to-prison-release-arrangements/progression-model-changes-to-prison-release-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/chief-coroners-annual-report-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/chief-coroners-annual-report-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/specialist-rape-courts-rolled-out-across-the-country
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-accelerates-roll-out-of-police-rape-and-sexual-offence-teams
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-measures-to-tackle-prison-drones-drugs-and-boost-employment
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/4083
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the Bill, including, scrapping plans for some criminal trials to be heard by a
judge alone. “Technical and lengthy fraud and financial offences” will still be
subject to judge-only trials.

The inquiry follows the UK Government’s “decision not to fulfil its commitment
to install automatic fire detection in all prison cells by 2027, as well as the fire
incident at HMP Highpoint earlier this year”.

The House of Lords Justice and Home Affairs Committee is also

The Committee “is looking to see what the current levels of support for jurors
are, how the experience of being a juror affects people, and what might be
done in the future to better support them”.

14


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/justice-reforms-to-be-rolled-out-faster-as-justice-secretary-sets-out-changes-to-courts-bill
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9769/fire-safety-in-prisons/?fromfind=true
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9769/fire-safety-in-prisons/?fromfind=true
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9957/support-for-jurors/?fromfind=true
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