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Introduction

This paper provides an update on the most recent developments on Brexit that are 
relevant to Wales. It covers developments in Wales, the EU, Westminster, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. The period covered is 21 January – 5 February 2020, although 
reference is made to later events where information is available at the time of final 
drafting.
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Developments in Wales

National Assembly for Wales

External Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee

The External Affairs and Additional Legislation (EAAL) Committee is the lead 
Committee in the Assembly for co-ordinating the Brexit-related activities of 
committees.

The EAAL Committee is currently undertaking work on International Agreements; 
the Scrutiny of Common UK policy frameworks; the Scrutiny of the Welsh 
Government’s International Strategy; and the negotiations between the UK and 
EU.

On 23 January the Welsh Government responded (PDF, 445KB) to the 
Committee’s report Common policy frameworks: Assembly scrutiny (PDF, 313KB).

The most recent sessions of the EAAL Committee were:

 � 27 January: The Committee held a Scrutiny session with the Counsel General 
and Brexit Minister. The webcast can be seen here; and

 � 3 February: The Committee met in private.

On 27 January the Committee noted correspondence from the:

 � Convener of the Scottish Parliament’s Culture, Tourism, Europe and External 
Affairs Committee regarding the EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill - 16 
January 2020 (PDF 61 KB);

 � Counsel General and Brexit Minister to the Chair regarding the Welsh 
Government’s publication of ‘The Future UK/EU Relationship: Negotiating 
Priorities for Wales’ - 20 January 2020 (PDF 230 KB);

 � Chair of the House of Lords European Union Committee regarding the 
European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill - 21 January 2020 (PDF 54 KB); 
and

 � Minister for International Relations and the Welsh Language regarding 
Ministerial Forum for Trade - 23 January 2020 (PDF 260 KB).

Other committees

The Legislation, Justice and Constitution (LJC) Committee publishes reports on 
subordinate legislation relating to the UK’s exit from the EU. They can be found on 
the Committee’s webpages. 

The Committee is currently carrying out an inquiry into  Wales’ Changing 
Constitution including consideration of the implications of Brexit for the Welsh 
devolution settlement. On 21 January the Committee published its report on the 
Welsh Government’s Legislative Consent Memorandum on the Direct Payments 
to Farmers (Legislative Continuity) Bill (PDF 119 KB).

Plenary

21 January: Legislative Consent Motion on the European Union (Withdrawal 
Agreement) Bill.

22 January: Questions to the Counsel General and Brexit Minister (in respect of 
his Brexit Minister responsibilities); Legislative Consent Motion on the Direct 
Payments to Farmers (Legislative Continuity) Bill; Debate on the External 
Affairs and Additional Legislation Committee Report: Changes to freedom of 
movement after Brexit—Implications for Wales; Debate: Workforce Skills Post 
Brexit.

29 January: Debate on Departure from the European Union; Debate on Fisheries.

5 February: Debate on the External Affairs and Additional Legislation 
Committee Report: Common policy frameworks: Assembly scrutiny.

Senedd Research publications

Senedd Research blog articles and research briefings are published on In Brief / 
Pigion. The latest Brexit related publications are: 

 � European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill – An Update;

 � The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (PDF, 1195KB);

 � Brexit Negotiations Monitoring Report;

 � UK-EU Future Relationship: What could be agreed over the next 11 months?;

http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=25276
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=23807
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=26987
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=26987
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=19466
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=19466
https://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld12989/gen-ld12989%20-e.pdf
https://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld12915/cr-ld12915%20-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Archive/c27da320-11fb-43b9-814d-5e3bef436051?autostart=True
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97808/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Convener%20of%20the%20Scottish%20Parliaments%20Culture%20Tourism%20Europe%20and%20External%20.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97808/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Convener%20of%20the%20Scottish%20Parliaments%20Culture%20Tourism%20Europe%20and%20External%20.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97809/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Counsel%20General%20and%20Brexit%20Minister%20to%20the%20Chair%20regarding%20the%20Welsh%20Governm.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97809/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Counsel%20General%20and%20Brexit%20Minister%20to%20the%20Chair%20regarding%20the%20Welsh%20Governm.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97809/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Counsel%20General%20and%20Brexit%20Minister%20to%20the%20Chair%20regarding%20the%20Welsh%20Governm.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97880/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Chair%20of%20the%20House%20of%20Lords%20European%20Union%20Committee%20to%20the%20Chair%20regarding%20.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97880/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Chair%20of%20the%20House%20of%20Lords%20European%20Union%20Committee%20to%20the%20Chair%20regarding%20.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97987/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20International%20Relations%20and%20the%20Welsh%20Language%20to%20the%20Chair%20reg.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s97987/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20International%20Relations%20and%20the%20Welsh%20Language%20to%20the%20Chair%20reg.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20735
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=25963
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=25963
https://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld12975/cr-ld12975%20-e.pdf
https://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld12975/cr-ld12975%20-e.pdf
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6075
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6075
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6076
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6076
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6076
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6076
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6076
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6076
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6078
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6080
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/6080
https://assemblyinbrief.wordpress.com/
https://seneddymchwil.blog/
https://seneddresearch.blog/2020/01/21/european-union-withdrawal-agreement-bill-an-update/
https://www.assembly.wales/Research%20Documents/20-040-Prosperity%20Fund/20-04-web-eng.pdf
https://seneddresearch.blog/2020/01/29/brexit-negotiations-monitoring-report-21/
https://seneddresearch.blog/2020/02/03/uk-eu-future-relationship-what-could-be-agreed-over-the-next-11-months/
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Welsh Government

21 January: Information and certainty crucial for farmers to plan for the future – 
Lesley Griffiths.

21 January: Written Statement: Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations).

23 January: Written Statement: Inter-Ministerial Group Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs meeting, 13 January 2020.

29 January: Leaving the EU.

30 January: Future relationship with EU crucial for aerospace industry – First 
Minister.

News

23 January: CLA President warns against rushing transition to new payments 
model (Country Land and Business Association (CLA))

24 January: Don’t fall foul - EU regulations still apply after 31 January (Farmers 
Union of Wales (FUW))

27 January: Letter to Prime Minister: NFU leads charge on trade and standards 
asks ahead of Brexit (National Farmers Union Cymru (NFU Cymru))

28 January: CLA comment on Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) report (CLA)

29 January: Immigration policy must urgently address essential food and 
farming needs (NFU Cymru)

31 January: NFU Cymru reacts to the UK’s departure from the EU (NFU Cymru)

3 February: The Tenant Farmers Association Briefs MPs for Agriculture Bill 
Debate (Tenant Farmers Association)

3 February: CLA respond to Prime Minister’s speech on trade (CLA)

EU developments

European Council

25 January: Invitation letter by President Charles Michel to the members of the 
European Council ahead of their meeting on 20 February 2020.

30 January: Brexit: Council adopts decision to conclude the withdrawal 
agreement.

31 January: “A new dawn for Europe” - Op-ed article by Presidents Charles 
Michel, David Sassoli and Ursula von der Leyen.

31 January: Remarks by President Charles Michel on the future of Europe.

European Commission

10-21 January: The Commission has published slides headed “Internal EU27 
preparatory discussions on the future relationship”:

 � Personal data protection (adequacy decisions); Cooperation and equivalence 
in financial services (PDF 2.1 MB);

 � Free trade agreement (PDF 2MB);

 � Level playing field and sustainability (PDF 1,019 KB);

 � Fisheries (PDF 909 KB);

 � Transport (PDF 689 KB);

 � Energy (PDF 574 KB);

 � Law enforcement and judicial cooperation in criminal matters (PDF 2.9 MB);

 � Foreign policy, security and defence (PDF 876 KB);

 � UK participation in Union programmes (PDF 731 KB);

 � Mobility of persons (PDF 2,460 KB);

 � Governance (PDF 526 KB); and

 � Architecture and legal nature of the partnership (PDF 616 KB).

https://gov.wales/information-and-certainty-crucial-farmers-plan-future-lesley-griffiths
https://gov.wales/information-and-certainty-crucial-farmers-plan-future-lesley-griffiths
https://gov.wales/written-statement-joint-ministerial-committee-eu-negotiations-0
https://gov.wales/written-statement-inter-ministerial-group-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-meeting-13-january
https://gov.wales/written-statement-inter-ministerial-group-environment-food-and-rural-affairs-meeting-13-january
https://gov.wales/leaving-the-eu
https://gov.wales/future-relationship-eu-crucial-aerospace-industry-first-minister
https://gov.wales/future-relationship-eu-crucial-aerospace-industry-first-minister
https://www.cla.org.uk/cla-president-warns-against-rushing-transition-new-payments-model
https://www.cla.org.uk/cla-president-warns-against-rushing-transition-new-payments-model
https://fuw.org.uk/en/news/13768-don-t-fall-foul-eu-regulations-still-apply-after-31-january
https://fuw.org.uk/en/news/13768-don-t-fall-foul-eu-regulations-still-apply-after-31-january
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/letter-to-prime-minister-nfu-leads-charge-on-trade-and-standards-asks-ahead-of-brexit/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/letter-to-prime-minister-nfu-leads-charge-on-trade-and-standards-asks-ahead-of-brexit/
https://www.cla.org.uk/cla-comment-migration-advisory-committee-mac-report
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/immigration-policy-must-address-essential-food-and/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/immigration-policy-must-address-essential-food-and/
https://www.nfu-cymru.org.uk/news/latest-news/nfu-cymru-reacts-to-the-uks-departure-from-the-eu/
https://www.tfa.org.uk/tfa-media-realease-mr20-06-the-tenant-farmers-association-briefs-mps-for-agriculture-bill-debate/
https://www.cla.org.uk/node/14378
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/25/invitation-letter-by-president-charles-michel-to-the-members-of-the-european-council-ahead-of-their-meeting-on-20-february-2020/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/25/invitation-letter-by-president-charles-michel-to-the-members-of-the-european-council-ahead-of-their-meeting-on-20-february-2020/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/30/brexit-council-adopts-decision-to-conclude-the-withdrawal-agreement/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/30/brexit-council-adopts-decision-to-conclude-the-withdrawal-agreement/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/31/a-new-dawn-for-europe-op-ed-article-by-presidents-charles-michel-david-sassoli-and-ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/31/a-new-dawn-for-europe-op-ed-article-by-presidents-charles-michel-david-sassoli-and-ursula-von-der-leyen/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/01/31/statement-by-president-charles-michel-on-the-future-of-europe/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar_20200110_-_data_protection_adequacy_-_financial_services_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar_20200110_-_data_protection_adequacy_-_financial_services_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200113-fta_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200114-lpf_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200114-fisheries.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200115-transport_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200115-energy_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200116-lawenf_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200117-_forpolsecdef_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200120-programmes_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200120-mobility_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200120-governance_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/seminar-20200121-legnat_en.pdf
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22 January: Keynote speech by President von der Leyen at the World Economic 
Forum.

24 January: Questions and Answers on the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from 
the European Union on 31 January 2020.

24 January: Trade: EU and 16 WTO members agree to work together on an 
interim appeal arbitration arrangement.

27 January: Speech by Michel Barnier at the William J. Clinton Leadership 
Institute.

29 January: Speech by President von der Leyen in the Plenary of the European 
Parliament at the debate on the Withdrawal Agreement.

29 January: European Commission 2020 Work Programme: An ambitious 
roadmap for a Union that strives for more.

31 January: Template of the Note Verbale sent to international partners after 
signature of the Withdrawal Agreement (PDF 153.7KB)

31 January: We have to stand up for Europe – Ursula von der Layen on German 
television (Tagesschau - machine translation)

31 January: Trade: First year of the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement 
shows growth in EU exports.

31 January: Joint press statement by President von der Leyen with President 
Sassoli and President Michel on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from 
the European Union.

31 January: A new dawn for Europe: Joint op-ed by President von der Leyen, 
President Michel and President Sassoli.

3 February: Doorstep by President von der Leyen following her meeting with 
a group of British European Commission staff including remarks on the draft 
negotiating directives adopted today.

3 February: Draft negotiating directives and Questions & Answers for a new 
partnership with the United Kingdom..

3 February: Statement by Michel Barnier at the presentation of the 

Commission’s proposal for a Council recommendation on directives for the 
negotiation of a new partnership with the UK.

3 February: Slides used by M. Barnier on occasion of the presentation of the 
Commission’s proposal for a Council recommendation on directives for the 
negotiation of a new partnership with the UK (PDF 219.1KB)

European Parliament

23 January: Brexit: the Withdrawal Agreement passes the first European 
Parliament test.

29 January: Brexit deal approved by the European Parliament.

31 January: Redistribution of seats in the European Parliament after Brexit.

News

23 January: EU issues a warning to Boris Johnson over goods checks on Irish Sea 
(Belfast Telegraph)

31 January: Consequences of the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the 
European Union for the Court of Justice of the European Union (Court of Justice 
of the European Union) (PDF 229 KB)

31 January: ‘Thank you to the people of Europe’ - EU members understood Brexit 
fears and took our hopes into their own hearts (Taoiseach Leo Varadkar writing in 
the Irish Times)

1 February: A letter to the UK from the French President (Emmanuel Macron 
writing on Facebook)

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_102
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_102
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_104
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_104
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_113
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_113
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_133
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_133
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_140
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_140
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_124
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_124
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/template-note-verbale-international-partners-after-signature-withdrawal-agreement.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/template-note-verbale-international-partners-after-signature-withdrawal-agreement.pdf
https://translate.google.co.uk/translate?sl=de&tl=en&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tagesschau.de%2Fausland%2Fbrexit-eu-vonderleyen-101.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_161
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_161
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_169
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_169
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_169
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_20_162
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ac_20_162
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_20_188
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_20_188
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/SPEECH_20_188
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/communication-annex-negotiating-directives.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_20_179
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_185
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_185
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_20_185
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/press-conference-slides.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/press-conference-slides.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/press-conference-slides.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200123IPR70904/brexit-the-withdrawal-agreement-passes-the-first-european-parliament-test
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200123IPR70904/brexit-the-withdrawal-agreement-passes-the-first-european-parliament-test
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200128IPR71204/brexit-deal-approved-by-the-european-parliament
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200130IPR71407/redistribution-of-seats-in-the-european-parliament-after-brexit
https://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/brexit/eu-issues-a-warning-to-boris-johnson-over-goods-checks-on-irish-sea-38887336.html
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-01/cp200010en.pdf
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2020-01/cp200010en.pdf
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/leo-varadkar-thank-you-to-the-people-of-europe-1.4156651
https://www.irishtimes.com/opinion/leo-varadkar-thank-you-to-the-people-of-europe-1.4156651
https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelMacron/posts/2662040360695200
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UK developments

UK Government

28 January: Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) report: A Points-Based System 
and Salary Thresholds for Immigration (PDF, 4.02MB); Annexes (PDF, 1.88MB); 
and The fiscal contribution of EU migrants - update and scenario analysis (PDF, 
759KB)

28 January: UK and EEA EFTA States sign Separation Agreement.

29 January: International Agreements with Third Countries during the 
Transition Period.

31 January: Prime Minister’s address to the nation.

3 February: Prime Minister’s speech in Greenwich.

3 February: Written statement to Parliament: The Future Relationship between 
the UK and the EU.

4 February: UK statement to the WTO on the Joint Initiative on Services 
Domestic Regulation. The government also published a note to WTO members 
(PDF, 202KB)

House of Commons

21 January: Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy questions: Leaving the EU: 
Businesses in Scotland.

21 January: Second Reading of the Direct Payments to Farmers (Legislative 
Continuity) Bill.

22 January: Cabinet Office questions: Leaving the EU: Departmental 
Preparedness.

22 January: Prime Minister’s questions.

22 January: Consideration of Lords amendments: European Union (Withdrawal 
Agreement) Bill.

22 January: Westminster Hall debate: Commission on Justice in Wales.

23 January: International Trade questions: Global Free Trade; Free Ports; Most 
Favoured Nation Tariffs; EU Bilateral Trade.

23 January: Women and Equalities questions: EU Withdrawal Agreement.

27 January: Written statement on Exiting the European Union.

28 January: Committee Stage and Third Reading of the Direct Payments to 
Farmers (Legislative Continuity) Bill.

29 January: Prime Minister’s questions.

30 January: Debate on Global Britain.

30 January: Westminster Hall debate on Scotch whisky: US tariffs.

3 February: Foreign Secretary’s statement on Global Britain.

3 February: Second Reading of the Agriculture Bill.

4 February: Foreign and Commonwealth Office questions: Leaving the EU: Human 
Rights.

House of Lords

21 January: Second Report Day of the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
Bill, and continued, and Third Reading.

22 January: Motions on Commons Amendments to the European Union 
(Withdrawal Agreement) Bill.

23 January: Motion on European Union Committee Report: Fisheries: EU Landing 
Obligation. 

27 January: Question on Horizon 2020.

27 January: Question on Agriculture Bill: Food Production.

29 January: Question on the Constitution, Democracy and Rights Commission.

29 January: Second Reading (and remaining stages) of the Direct Payments to 
Farmers (Legislative Continuity) Bill.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/860669/PBS_and_Salary_Thresholds_Report_MAC.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/860669/PBS_and_Salary_Thresholds_Report_MAC.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/860765/PBS_and_Salary_Thresholds_for_Immigration_Annexes_v.1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/861246/Oxford_Economics_-_Fiscal_Contribution_of_EU_Migrants.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-eea-efta-states-sign-separation-agreement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-agreements-with-third-countries-during-the-transition-period/international-agreements-with-third-countries-during-the-transition-period
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/international-agreements-with-third-countries-during-the-transition-period/international-agreements-with-third-countries-during-the-transition-period
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-address-to-the-nation-31-january-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-speech-in-greenwich-3-february-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-future-relationship-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/the-future-relationship-between-the-uk-and-the-eu
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-statement-on-the-joint-initiative-on-services-domestic-regulation
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/uk-statement-on-the-joint-initiative-on-services-domestic-regulation
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/862657/200131_GC_statement_pdf.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-21/debates/F25B0341-2888-464D-AFCB-EC3EB7DF3E40/LeavingTheEUBusinessesInScotland
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-21/debates/F25B0341-2888-464D-AFCB-EC3EB7DF3E40/LeavingTheEUBusinessesInScotland
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-21/debates/35DD1ED8-A9B2-47CB-B7F8-5C335D63D5ED/DirectPaymentsToFarmers(LegislativeContinuity)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-21/debates/35DD1ED8-A9B2-47CB-B7F8-5C335D63D5ED/DirectPaymentsToFarmers(LegislativeContinuity)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/1F78FA0F-BEEA-4565-A86C-1725A1BEC214/LeavingTheEUDepartmentalPreparedness
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/1F78FA0F-BEEA-4565-A86C-1725A1BEC214/LeavingTheEUDepartmentalPreparedness
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/6B6FAD67-CA8C-4AF2-9CC9-07F6175ABC4C/Engagements
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/7D35E1A9-CB17-4503-A8AF-8E8E30169A95/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/7D35E1A9-CB17-4503-A8AF-8E8E30169A95/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-22/debates/45A32F4F-4FD7-4AE5-99B6-2780FD13082B/CommissionOnJusticeInWales
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/E8B306D7-3D54-4DA5-8C43-640DF5C0B862/GlobalFreeTrade
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/9D857590-4AEA-400B-AD93-66C933694579/FreePorts
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/6F78AB04-ED69-445E-88F0-3500FA35DAC4/MostFavouredNationTariffs
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/6F78AB04-ED69-445E-88F0-3500FA35DAC4/MostFavouredNationTariffs
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/2ED13C3F-3C5C-4CA6-BD34-944ACF6B704F/EUBilateralTrade
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-23/debates/ADE3844F-32E4-416B-9CA9-9FB3CCD4F27D/EUWithdrawalAgreement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-27/debates/2001276000012/ExitingTheEuropeanUnion
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-28/debates/FDDDBA77-FC11-407C-B0CC-A5781C88C538/DirectPaymentsToFarmers(LegislativeContinuity)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-28/debates/FDDDBA77-FC11-407C-B0CC-A5781C88C538/DirectPaymentsToFarmers(LegislativeContinuity)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-29/debates/821DAC2A-A644-40CF-86AE-5D8CB585640D/Engagements
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-30/debates/33EA2EAC-BA44-490B-93D0-11799618B342/GlobalBritain
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-01-30/debates/23D60AFB-94BC-4711-A273-C3B148947921/ScotchWhiskyUSTariffs
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-02-03/debates/2002039000001/GlobalBritain
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-02-03/debates/CD69351D-4AAC-4DAF-AF3F-911152D8C582/AgricultureBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-02-04/debates/B4759B57-710D-4A6D-ACFC-FF67C15F4A42/LeavingTheEUHumanRights
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-02-04/debates/B4759B57-710D-4A6D-ACFC-FF67C15F4A42/LeavingTheEUHumanRights
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-21/debates/EE4D93F9-2E96-4491-B70E-10EF7A648601/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-21/debates/EE4D93F9-2E96-4491-B70E-10EF7A648601/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-21/debates/0B422782-6258-4FF1-B915-3BA5D6A494A8/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-21/debates/84B94A0E-5545-44CD-8055-32CE232201FC/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-22/debates/09CDAC60-2C06-47CB-A373-99C52693E758/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-22/debates/09CDAC60-2C06-47CB-A373-99C52693E758/EuropeanUnion(WithdrawalAgreement)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-23/debates/DE9A2DB4-EA5C-4367-8541-C10C9892C132/FisheriesEULandingObligation(EuropeanUnionCommitteeReport)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-01-23/debates/DE9A2DB4-EA5C-4367-8541-C10C9892C132/FisheriesEULandingObligation(EuropeanUnionCommitteeReport)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-27/debates/14B8215C-D451-4C78-87E6-698E2832C52B/Horizon2020
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-27/debates/854E4999-C513-4B3D-B3F5-225EFB8FA041/AgricultureBillFoodProduction
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-29/debates/9EC67443-7793-4F95-BFB9-8AC2D673CE65/ConstitutionDemocracyAndRightsCommission
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-29/debates/9E6F8C35-7A2E-4853-8A6C-6278D54F3C26/DirectPaymentsToFarmers(LegislativeContinuity)Bill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-29/debates/9E6F8C35-7A2E-4853-8A6C-6278D54F3C26/DirectPaymentsToFarmers(LegislativeContinuity)Bill
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30 January: Question on European Union: Trading Arrangements.

3 February: Question on Net Migration.

3 February: Statement on Global Britain.

Committees

EU Select

22 January: Committee publishes its eighteenth treaty report – Report: Scrutiny 
of international agreements; treaties considered on 21 January 2020. 

30 January: Committee publishes its nineteenth treaty report – Report: Scrutiny 
of international agreements; treaties considered on 29 January 2020.

31 January 2020 - Letter to Stephen Barclay, Secretary of State for Exiting the 
European Union, ref consideration of items retained under scrutiny by the 
European Union Committee (PDF 154KB)

11 February: Evidence Session on the Protocol on Northern Ireland / Ireland.

EU Energy and Environment Sub Committee

12 February: Evidence Session on Access to UK fisheries post-Brexit.

EU Financial Affairs Sub Committee

20 January: Government response (PDF, 755KB) to the sub-committee’s report 
Brexit: the Financial Settlement.

23 January: UK infrastructure bank may be needed after Brexit – A follow-up 
letter to the Treasury (PDF, 59KB) to the sub-committee’s report Brexit: the 
European Investment Bank.

29 January: Academics questioned on financial services after Brexit.  Transcript.

5 February: City experts questioned on financial regulation after Brexit.

12 February: Evidence Session on Financial services post Brexit.

EU Home Affairs Sub Committee

23 January: Letter to Rt Hon Brandon Lewis MP on the European Criminal 
Records Information System and the Schengen Information System (PDF 101.6 
KB)

29 January: Representatives from Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland discuss 
refugee resettlement.

EU Justice Sub Committee

4 February: Evidence session on Is the EU Settlement Scheme working for 
children in care? 

11 February: Evidence Session on Brexit: consumer protection rights.

News

21 January: Vital logistics workers should be excluded from restrictive 
immigration policy (Freight Transport Association (FTA))

23 January: Keep trucks moving freely across borders, RHA urges the prime 
minister ahead of Brexit negotiations (Road Haulage Association)

24 January: BCC joins leading business organisations to offer support for design 
of new immigration system (British Chambers of Commerce)

27 January: UK unshackled from CFP (Fishing News)

28 January: Our response to Migration Advisory Committee report 
(Confederation of British Industry (CBI))

28 January: Logistics needs access to migrant workers to Keep Britain Trading 
(FTA)

30 January: UK car output falls as industry targets world-class FTA that keeps 
Auto building for Britain (Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT))

31 January: PM must deliver trade deals that protect jobs and workers’ rights 
(Trades Union Congress)

3 February: ADS Statement on Prime Minister Brexit Speech (ADS)

3 February: CBI responds to PM speech on future UK/EU relationship (CBI)

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2020-01-30/debates/D091C8CA-1CAB-4AF0-8580-3CAB9F59B0DB/EuropeanUnionTradingArrangements
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-02-03/debates/A412C3CE-D62E-49B3-9A76-F7AD64055D4C/NetMigration
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Lords/2020-02-03/debates/B0CE3013-CA0B-40B0-AB12-A6EA9340CEA7/GlobalBritain
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/news-parliament-2019/eighteenth-international-agreements-report/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldeucom/9/902.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldeucom/9/902.htm
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/news-parliament-2019/nineteenth-international-agreements-report/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldeucom/12/1202.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld5801/ldselect/ldeucom/12/1202.htm
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-select/scrutiny%20work/clearance-letter-stephen-barclay.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-select/scrutiny%20work/clearance-letter-stephen-barclay.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-select/scrutiny%20work/clearance-letter-stephen-barclay.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-energy-environment-subcommittee/
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/no-deal-financial-obligations/govt-response-financial-settlement.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201919/ldselect/ldeucom/7/702.htm
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/eib-follow-up-letter-220120/
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/brexit-european-investment-bank/Lord-Sharkey-to-XST–Follow-up-letter-on-EIB-report-230120.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/brexit-european-investment-bank/Lord-Sharkey-to-XST–Follow-up-letter-on-EIB-report-230120.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeucom/269/26902.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld201719/ldselect/ldeucom/269/26902.htm
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/moloney-miles-evidence-290120/
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/financial-services-after-brexit/ucEUFA290120-Moloney-and-Miles.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/irsg-evidence-050220/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-financial-affairs-subcommittee/
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-home-affairs-subcommittee/EU-security-police-cooperation/letter-from-lord-jay-to-brandon-lewis-mp-23-january-2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-committees/eu-home-affairs-subcommittee/EU-security-police-cooperation/letter-from-lord-jay-to-brandon-lewis-mp-23-january-2020.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-home-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/representatives-from-nations-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-home-affairs-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/representatives-from-nations-evidence/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-justice-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/euss-children-in-care040220/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-justice-subcommittee/news-parliament-2019/euss-children-in-care040220/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-justice-subcommittee/
https://fta.co.uk/media/press-releases/2020/january-2020/vital-logistics-workers-should-be-excluded-from-re
https://fta.co.uk/media/press-releases/2020/january-2020/vital-logistics-workers-should-be-excluded-from-re
https://www.rha.uk.net/news/press-releases/2020-01-january/keep-trucks-moving-freely-across-borders-rha-urges-the-prime-minister-ahead-of-brexit-negotiations
https://www.rha.uk.net/news/press-releases/2020-01-january/keep-trucks-moving-freely-across-borders-rha-urges-the-prime-minister-ahead-of-brexit-negotiations
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/news/2020/01/bcc-joins-leading-business-organisations-to-offer-government-help-designing-a-new-immigration-system
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/news/2020/01/bcc-joins-leading-business-organisations-to-offer-government-help-designing-a-new-immigration-system
https://fishingnews.co.uk/news/uk-unshackled-from-cfp/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/our-response-to-migration-advisory-committee-report/
https://fta.co.uk/media/press-releases/2020/january-2020/logistics-needs-access-to-migrant-workers-to-keep
https://www.smmt.co.uk/2020/01/uk-car-output-falls-as-industry-targets-world-class-fta-that-keeps-auto-building-for-britain/
https://www.smmt.co.uk/2020/01/uk-car-output-falls-as-industry-targets-world-class-fta-that-keeps-auto-building-for-britain/
https://www.tuc.org.uk/news/pm-must-deliver-trade-deals-protect-jobs-and-workers-rights-says-tuc
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/news/newsroom/ads-statement-on-prime-minister-brexit-speech/
https://www.cbi.org.uk/media-centre/articles/cbi-response-to-pm-speech-on-future-ukeu-relationship/
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Scotland

Scottish Parliament

Brexit Update: 30 January.

Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) publications:  Brexit – your 
questions answered (PDF 1,141 KB).

20 January: SPICe launched its post-Brexit hub. The hub is a one-stop-shop 
for information on arrangements in the UK post-Brexit, including common 
frameworks, inter-governmental relations and key Brexit-related legislation.

23 January: Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee: Evidence 
session on Article 50 (Withdrawal Agreement and Negotiation of Future 
Relationship)  

29 January: Debate on Recognising Scotland in Europe.

29 January: Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee: Discussion about the 
Direct Payments to Farmers (Legislative Continuity) Bill 2020.

30 January: Statement on European Union Exit.

Scottish Government

26 January: Most vulnerable at risk from Brexit.

27 January: Plan for Scottish Visa.

30 January: Cabinet Secretary’s message to EU: ‘Leave a light on for Scotland’.

31 January: Scotland’s commitment to the EU – Document: The European Union’s 
Strategic Agenda 2020-2024: Scotland’s Perspective.

31 January: EU citizens encouraged to stay in Scotland.

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland Assembly

The Assembly’s Research and Information Services has a Brexit Hub with 
information and links to resources on Brexit and Northern Ireland, and also has 
published the January 2020 Brexit Brief.

27 January: Direct Payments to Farmers (Legislative Continuity) Bill: Legislative 
Consent Motion.

3 February: Debate on European Union Withdrawal.

https://www.parliament.scot/SPICeResources/Research%20briefings%20and%20fact%20sheets/SPICe_Brexit_update_2020.01.30.pdf
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/01/29/brexit-your-questions-answered/
https://spice-spotlight.scot/2020/01/29/brexit-your-questions-answered/
https://scottishparliamentinformationcentre.org/
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12483&i=112842
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12483&i=112842
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12483&i=112842
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12488&i=112872
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12493&i=112952
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12490&i=112943
https://www.gov.scot/news/most-vulnerable-at-risk-from-brexit/
https://www.gov.scot/news/plan-for-scottish-visa/
https://www.gov.scot/news/cabinet-secretarys-message-to-eu-leave-a-light-on-for-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/news/scotlands-commitment-to-the-eu-1/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/european-unions-strategic-agenda-2020-24-scotlands-perspective/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/european-unions-strategic-agenda-2020-24-scotlands-perspective/
https://www.gov.scot/news/eu-citizens-encouraged-to-stay-in-scotland/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/research-and-information-service-raise/brexit-and-ni/
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/globalassets/documents/brexit-brief/brexit-brief-2020-01.pdf
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2020/01/27&docID=291486
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2020/01/27&docID=291486
http://aims.niassembly.gov.uk/officialreport/report.aspx?&eveDate=2020/02/03&docID=292480
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UK-Ireland relations

27 January: Taoiseach meeting European Commission Negotiator Michel Barnier 
in Dublin.

8 February: General Election in Ireland.

Reports published

Houses of Parliament libraries

Brexit next steps: Farm funding in 2020

Brexit next steps: The transition period 

Brexit next steps: Replacing the UK’s MEPs

Brexit and UK Defence: An Explainer

UK in a Changing Europe

Trade diversion and Brexit uncertainties

The Irish 2020 election and Brexit

Brexit strains for UK and devolved institutions

Agriculture Bill: what it means for farming and the environment post Brexit

Brexit day: view from Ireland

Business: working with the EU from the outside

Government faces a number of tough choices in next stage of Brexit, new 
academic report finds - Report: Brexit: what next? (PDF 3.6MB)

LSE Brexit

The Agriculture Bill is radical, but it may not be enough to sustain smaller 
British farms

Brexit is done? Brexit has only just begun

https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_meeting_European_Commission_Negotiator_Michel_Barnier_in_Dublin.html
https://merrionstreet.ie/en/News-Room/News/Taoiseach_meeting_European_Commission_Negotiator_Michel_Barnier_in_Dublin.html
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/brexit/the-eu/brexit-next-steps-farm-funding-in-2020/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/brexit/negotiations/brexit-next-steps-the-transition-period/
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/brexit/brexit-next-steps-replacing-the-uks-meps/
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8676
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/trade-diversion-and-brexit-uncertainties/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/the-irish-2020-election-and-brexit/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-strains-for-uk-and-devolved-institutions/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/agriculture-bill-what-it-means-for-farming-and-the-environment-post-brexit/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/brexit-day-view-from-ireland/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/business-working-with-the-eu-from-the-outside/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/government-faces-a-number-of-tough-choices-in-next-stage-of-brexit-new-academic-report-finds/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/government-faces-a-number-of-tough-choices-in-next-stage-of-brexit-new-academic-report-finds/
https://ukandeu.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Brexit-what-next-report.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/brexit/2020/01/22/the-agriculture-bill-is-radical-but-it-may-not-be-enough-to-sustain-smaller-british-farms/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/brexit/2020/01/22/the-agriculture-bill-is-radical-but-it-may-not-be-enough-to-sustain-smaller-british-farms/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/brexit/2020/01/31/brexit-is-done-brexit-has-only-just-begun/
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The Conversation

America has a unique 300 year old view of free trade – UK must recognise this 
to strike a deal

Post-Brexit trade: public prioritises deal with EU and is most concerned about 
food

Brexit: research from Wales shows creative industry’s concern at leaving EU

Other

Agreement on the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the EU (European 
Parliamentary Research Service Blog)

More Brexit battles ahead as the EU and UK set out future relationship priorities 
(Institute for Government)

Britain faces a triple contradiction (Bruegel)

Realpolitik of the day after Brexit (Bruegel)

https://theconversation.com/america-has-a-unique-300-year-old-view-of-free-trade-uk-must-recognise-this-to-strike-a-deal-130490
https://theconversation.com/america-has-a-unique-300-year-old-view-of-free-trade-uk-must-recognise-this-to-strike-a-deal-130490
https://theconversation.com/post-brexit-trade-public-prioritises-deal-with-eu-and-is-most-concerned-about-food-130895
https://theconversation.com/post-brexit-trade-public-prioritises-deal-with-eu-and-is-most-concerned-about-food-130895
https://theconversation.com/brexit-research-from-wales-shows-creative-industrys-concern-at-leaving-eu-130956
https://epthinktank.eu/2020/01/27/agreement-on-the-united-kingdoms-withdrawal-from-the-eu/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/blog/more-brexit-battles-ahead-eu-and-uk-set-out-future-relationship-priorities
https://bruegel.org/2020/01/britain-faces-a-triple-contradiction/
https://bruegel.org/2020/01/the-realpolitik-of-the-day-after-brexit/
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