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1. Constitution: Wales 

The Welsh Government’s Programme of Government includes several 
commitments relating to the constitution. 

These include: 

• Establishing a new National Commission for Wales to provide 
independent advice to the Welsh Government on Wales’s constitutional 
future, building on the work of the Independent Commission on the 
Constitutional Future of Wales; 

• Formally requesting the devolution of the right to decide on the timeline, 
question, and process for an independence referendum; and 

• Pursuing the devolution of further powers including over justice, policing, 
water, the Crown Estate, and welfare.  

On 1 October 2026, the First Minister wrote to the Prime Minister to 
outline his priorities for further devolution. 

The letter, reported on social media but not published on the Welsh 
Government website, set out the rationale for devolving powers relating to:  

• Policing and justice; 

• Rail infrastructure; and 

• The Crown Estate. 

It also called for reform of Wales’ funding arrangements and suggested the 
need for a new Wales Bill.  

On 1 October 2026, the Constitution, Justice and External Affairs 
Committee held an oral evidence session with the Cabinet Minister for 
Government Effectiveness and the Constitution, Dafydd Trystan Davies 
MS. 

The session covered areas including intergovernmental relations, the Welsh 
Government’s proposed standing commission on the constitution, and the 
work of the Commission on Justice in Wales. 

https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2026-09/programme-for-government-2026-to-2030.pdf
https://x.com/adavies4/status/2106327036574962131
https://record.assembly.wales/Committee/16278
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In the context of discussions around the Prime Minister’s commitment to 
further devolution of powers to English regions, the leader of the Welsh 
Local Government Association, said Welsh councils should not be “left 
behind”. 

Councillor Anthony Hunt was reported as saying he “would not want the prime 
minister to circumvent the Welsh government, but devolution to Wales should 
not just be about Welsh government”. 

The Constitution, Justice and External Affairs Committee has invited the 
Prime Minister, Andy Burnham MP, to give evidence.  

The Committee wishes to discuss how the UK Government is responding to 
“the recommendations of the Independent Commission on the Constitutional 
Future of Wales as well as other Commissions, Inquiries and Reviews that have 
been concluded into constitutional matters in recent years”. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c87ve0yvw0yo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c87ve0yvw0yo
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s176206/Constitution%207%20-05-2026-%20Paper%206%20-%20Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%2024%20September%202026.pdf
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s176206/Constitution%207%20-05-2026-%20Paper%206%20-%20Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%2024%20September%202026.pdf
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2. Constitution: UK 

The House of Lords Constitution Committee has continued with its 
inquiry into the UK’s constitutional safeguards. 

The Committee has recently taken oral evidence from: 

▪ Former senior public servants;  

▪ Former Chief Adviser to the Prime Minister, Dominic Cummings; 

▪ Academics from the universities of Sydney and Ottawa; and 

▪ Danny Kruger MP. 

The House of Lords (Alternative Second Chamber) Bill had its second 
reading in the House of Lords.  

This Private Members’ Bill, introduced by Baroness Smith of Llanfaes, seeks to 
establish a framework for the Secretary of State to consult stakeholders on the 
replacement of the House of Lords with an alternative second chamber.  

Earlier in October, a Westminster Hall debate on House of Lords reform was 
led by Dr Simon Opher MP.  

The House of Lords held a debate on proposals for a written constitution 
for the United Kingdom.  

Lord Murphy of Torfaen, a former Secretary of State for Wales, highlighted how 
devolution has “changed the nature of our constitution” over the last 30 years.  

Lord Macintosh of Eastwood asked an oral question in the House of Lords 
about joint working between the UK Government and devolved 
governments in the delivery of public services.  

In response, the Minister noted that whilst the majority of public services are 
devolved, the UK Government is “committed to a collaborative relationship” 
with the devolved governments. She noted that the Prime Minister will chair a 
meeting on the National Economic Council for further talks on “empowering 
the regions across the UK through deeper devolution”.  

 

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/9861/the-uks-constitutional-safeguards/?fromfind=true
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/28182/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/28311/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/28516/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/28516/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2026-10-23/debates/AE962E39-E675-4A12-9FF7-59476F35831E/HouseOfLords(AlternativeSecondChamber)Bill(HL)
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2026-10-23/debates/AE962E39-E675-4A12-9FF7-59476F35831E/HouseOfLords(AlternativeSecondChamber)Bill(HL)
https://bills.parliament.uk/Bills/4135
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2026-10-20/debates/B0D8E8C6-8E59-4224-B331-4AB6D2E3685C/HouseOfLordsReform
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2026-10-22/debates/3F8410C5-5C6D-48B8-962C-6F1953525DFA/WrittenConstitution
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2026-10-27/debates/72E618AC-2E08-4EBE-AEEA-F9408399773D/PublicServiceDeliveryDevolvedGovernments
https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2026-10-27/debates/72E618AC-2E08-4EBE-AEEA-F9408399773D/PublicServiceDeliveryDevolvedGovernments
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3. Intergovernmental and 

interparliamentary relations 

In September 2026, the First Ministers of Wales and Scotland signed the 
Cytundeb Caerdydd - Cardiff Agreement, which sets out a shared purpose 
and vision to work together on matters of common interest to both 
nations.  

The agreement includes a commitment to work together in relation to 
constitutional and governance arrangements. 

On the same day, the First Minister of Wales, Rhun ap Iorwerth MS, met with 
the leaders of the Scottish National Party and Sinn Fein in their capacity as 
party leaders to discuss constitutional reform and sign a memorandum of 
understanding. 

The Constitution, Justice and External Affairs Committee is undertaking 
an inquiry into the Inter-Institutional Relations Agreement. 

Under the agreement, the Welsh Government is required to notify Senedd 
committees of its involvement in formal intergovernmental meetings, and of its 
intention to consent to the UK Government exercising a delegated legislative 
power in a devolved area in relation to Wales.  

The Committee intends to use evidence from the sessions in its negotiations 
with the Welsh Government on a new agreement. 

The National Economic Council for the nations met in Glasgow on 30 
October.  

The Prime Minister, Andy Burnham MP, convened the meeting with the First 
Ministers of Wales and Scotland, and representatives from Northern Ireland. The 
Prime Minister offered to work with the devolved governments to look at “a 
model of deeper devolution” in Scotland and Wales.  

The First Minister of Wales met with the Prime Minister following the 
meeting of the National Economic Council. 

The Prime Minister welcomed the “positive discussions” at the Council and 
noted the First Minister’s commitment to explore how each government could 
“contribute to regional empowerment, reindustrialisation and achieving good 

https://www.gov.wales/the-cardiff-agreement-cytundeb-caerdydd-between-the-welsh-government-and-the-scottish-government
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c62enegxyl9o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c62enegxyl9o
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=47770
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pms-message-to-devolved-governments-work-with-me-to-empower-every-single-part-of-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-remarks-at-the-national-economic-council-30-october-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-remarks-at-the-national-economic-council-30-october-2026
https://www.gov.wales/first-minister-hails-progress-more-fiscal-powers-wales-following-talks-prime-minister
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-meeting-with-the-first-minister-of-wales-30-october-2026
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growth in every postcode”. The First Minister said there was an “encouraging 
consensus” that the fiscal and borrowing powers of the Welsh Government 
must be “revised as a matter of urgency”. 

https://www.gov.wales/first-minister-hails-progress-more-fiscal-powers-wales-following-talks-prime-minister
https://www.gov.wales/first-minister-hails-progress-more-fiscal-powers-wales-following-talks-prime-minister
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4. Elections and engagement 

The Electoral Commission published its report on the 2026 Senedd 
election. 

The report considers how the election was run, how voters and campaigners 
found taking part, and what lessons can be learned for the future. It states that, 
overall, the election was well run. 

Among its conclusions are that “abuse and intimidation of candidates remain 
serious and growing concerns”, and that voters “remain concerned about the 
accuracy of election information”. 

The Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru announced that it will 
review the Senedd constituencies, as required by the Democracy and 
Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013. 

The Commission will publish its initial proposals in early 2027, which will then 
trigger an 8-week consultation period. Final determinations must be submitted 
to Welsh Ministers before 1 December 2028. 

The Commission has published a guide to the review. 

The Senedd approved regulations to introduce automatic voter 
registration (AVR) for Senedd and local government elections.  

The Local Government, Housing and Planning Committee published its report 
on the regulations, where a majority of Committee Members recommended 
that the regulations be approved without material amendment. 

The Electoral Commission has published guidance for Electoral 
Registration Officers relating to Automatic Voter Registration. 

The Commission has also updated its guidance on running electoral 
registration in Wales, to reflect these changes. 

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/report-2026-senedd-elections
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/research-reports-and-data/our-reports-and-data-past-elections-and-referendums/report-2026-senedd-elections
https://www.dbcc.gov.wales/news/09-26/greater-flexibility-as-senedd-constituencies-to-be-reviewed
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2013/4/part/3A
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2013/4/part/3A
https://www.dbcc.gov.wales/reviews/09-26/2030-review-of-senedd-constituencies
https://d34hss7hg6i3n.cloudfront.net/reviews/Senedd-Guide-to-the-Review-2030.pdf
https://busnes.senedd.cymru/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=47724
https://laiddocuments.senedd.wales/cr-ld18224-en.pdf
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/running-electoral-registration-wales/maintaining-register-throughout-year/automatic-voter-registration
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/running-electoral-registration-wales/maintaining-register-throughout-year/automatic-voter-registration
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The Representation of the People Bill is at Committee Stage in the House 
of Lords.  

The Bill will make several changes to elections in Wales, including reducing the 
voting age to 16 for UK Parliament elections and extending the Electoral 
Commission’s enforcement functions.  

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/4080
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5. UK Internal Market Act and 

common frameworks 

On 22 September 2026, the Welsh Government delivered an oral 
statement on its proposed deposit-return scheme. 

The Cabinet Minister for Rural Resilience and Sustainability, Llyr Gruffydd MS, 
confirmed that the scheme will include glass containers “from day 1”, but there 
will be a four-year transition period during which no deposit will apply and no 
DRS-specific labelling will be required.    

The Welsh Government has written to the UK and other devolved 
governments to seek an exclusion from the UK Internal Market Act to 
commence the second phase of bans on single-use plastics.  

The Environmental Protection (Single-use Plastic Products) (Wales) Act 
2023 make it a criminal offence to supply or offer to supply certain single-use 
plastic products. The first phase of bans began in October 2023. The second 
phase covers single-use plastic carrier bags, polystyrene lids for cups and 
takeaway food containers and oxo-degradable plastic products.  

The Scottish Government launched a consultation on its proposals to 
introduce price caps on essential food items.  

The consultation document acknowledges that the non-discrimination 
principle for goods will potentially apply to any future legislative provisions and 
that the final design of any scheme would take into account the “potential 
impacts on trade within the UK”.  

 

https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/16262#A107956
https://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/16262#A107956
https://www.gov.wales/decision-reports-2026-7th-government#:~:text=Single%2Duse%20Plastic%20Bans
https://www.gov.wales/decision-reports-2026-7th-government#:~:text=Single%2Duse%20Plastic%20Bans
https://www.gov.wales/environmental-protection-single-use-plastic-products-wales-act
https://www.gov.wales/environmental-protection-single-use-plastic-products-wales-act
https://www.gov.scot/publications/price-controls-essential-food-items-consultation-paper/
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6. Legislative consent and lawmaking 

On 21 September 2026, the Legislation Committee held an evidence 
session with the Counsel General, Elfyn Llwyd, and the Cabinet Minister 
for Government Effectiveness and the Constitution, Dafydd Trystan 
Davies MS. 

Speaking about the proposed memorandum of understanding on the Sewel 
Convention, the Cabinet Minister said he expected the UK Government to 
“bring forward proposals in a matter of months” on the MoU. He added that it 
was not clear what this meant precisely. 

The Business Committee has agreed to undertake a review of the 
legislative consent process in the Senedd.  

As part of this review, it has requested that the Legislation Committee 
undertake a review of the procedure used for the Senedd to consider and give 
its consent to relevant UK Parliament Bills. The Committee has issued a 
targeted call for evidence to inform its review.  

The Welsh Government published its Programme to Improve the 
Accessibility of Welsh Law.  

The Programme includes commitments for further consolidation and 
codification of Welsh law, to promote the use of the Welsh language and to 
explore how technology can support the preparation, maintenance and 
understanding of legislation.  

The Welsh Government has closed the Law Wales website with selected 
content being transferred to the Welsh Government’s website.  

This is part of the Welsh Government’s programme to improve the accessibility 
of the law.  

 

 

https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=986&MId=16254&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=986&MId=16254&Ver=4
https://record.senedd.wales/Committee/16254#A107452
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=909&MId=16230&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=909&MId=16230&Ver=4
https://business.senedd.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=48451
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-programme-improve-accessibility-welsh-law
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-programme-improve-accessibility-welsh-law
https://www.gov.wales/decision-reports-2026-7th-government#:~:text=in%20cancer%20care.-,Law%20Wales,-27%20October%202026
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