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1. Introduction
This guide provides information on the different types of financial support that you 
might be able to get if you are planning to or are already studying a full- or part-
time further education course in Wales from September 2024.

Further education often means education from the ages of 16 to 18, although adults 
can also participate. It is usually delivered through local colleges and school sixth 
forms.

Some local authority areas have a mix of sixth forms and local colleges, whilst 
others have colleges only. Further education is different from higher education, but 
your local college might run both further and higher education courses. They will 
make it clear which is which when you are looking at courses.

This document is meant as a general guide and won’t cover everyone’s situation. 
You should speak to Student Finance Wales and/or your college or sixth form for 
advice on your own situation.

Careers Wales can give you further information on funding for students with 
learning difficulties and disabilities.

Disclaimer: Senedd Research is regularly asked about student finance and 
this quick guide sets out information about some of the questions we are 
most frequently asked. It is not intended as a comprehensive guide and you 
should always seek advice from Student Finance Wales or a suitably qualified 
professional that is tailored to your individual situation.

https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/contact/
https://careerswales.gov.wales/courses-and-training
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2. Tuition fees
If you are aged 16 to 18, you don’t normally have to pay tuition fees.

If you are aged 19 and over, you might be charged a tuition fee. You should check 
with the place you are studying at, or thinking of studying at, to see what your 
situation is. They might be able to able to offer you free tuition or reduced fees 
in certain situations, such as if you or your family have a low income, if you have a 
disability or if you receive benefits.

If you are on benefits you might still be able to carry on getting them and study. 
The rules on this are very complicated so you should raise it with your local 
Jobcentre or speak to the Department for Work and Pensions who can give you 
advice. The UK Government website has a list of helpline numbers.

https://www.gov.wales/student-finance-further-education
https://www.gov.wales/student-finance-further-education
https://www.gov.uk/report-benefits-change-circumstances
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3. Funding for students aged 16-18
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)

EMA is for full-time students in further education who are aged 16-18, and who 
live in Wales. To be eligible for EMA, you need to live in Wales, but you don’t need 
to study in Wales. Your college or school has to be participating in the scheme, and 
the course you study has to be eligible. Your college or sixth form will be able to tell 
you if your course is eligible.

There are also nationality requirements, but if you’re a UK citizen living in Wales you 
should be eligible. Non-UK citizens might also be eligible. You should check with 
Student Finance Wales or your college or sixth form if you aren’t sure.

If you meet all the rules then you could get up to £40 a week paid every 
fortnight, but this does depend on your household’s income. Your household 
income must be below a certain level for you to get EMA.

To get EMA your household’s income must be:

 � £20,817 or less if you are the only young person; or

 � £23,077 or less if there are more young people living with you. 

If your household income is above these levels then you won’t normally be able to 
get any EMA. However, if you’re considered to be an ‘independent student’ then 
you won’t need to provide any financial information but you will need to send 
evidence that you meet one of the following exemptions:

 � Are a care leaver;

 � Live under a local authority care or with foster parents;

 � Receive Income Support, income-related Employment Support Allowance or 
Universal Credit;

 � Are responsible for a child;

 � Are a young person in custody; or

 � Are estranged from your parents.

Student Finance Wales can be contacted for information on EMA. Student 
Finance Wales has also published The Little Book of EMA with further information 
for 2024-25.

https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/further-education-funding/education-maintenance-allowance/eligibility/
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/further-education-funding/education-maintenance-allowance/household-income/#anchor-2
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/contact/
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/media/vdwmukkp/ema_wales_little_book_of_ema_2425_e_o.pdf
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Cheaper bus travel

You can apply for a mytravelpass which makes bus travel cheaper for 16-21 year 
olds. The travel pass can save you up to a third of the cost of a ticket. You’ll need to 
apply for the pass here.

https://mytravelpass.gov.wales/en/application/start/
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4. Funding for students aged 19 and over
Welsh Government Learning Grant Further Education (WGLG 
FE)

WGLG FE is for students aged 19 or over on 1 September 2024. As this is a grant, it 
does not have to be repaid.

To be eligible you must be studying an eligible course at a participating college. 
Your course must be at least 275 hours during the academic year and lead to a 
nationally recognised qualification such as GCSEs, AS/A Levels, and BTECs. Your 
college or sixth form can tell you if your course is eligible.

However, if you’ve previously received WGLG FE for studying a course at the 
same level or higher than the course you want to study now, you won’t be 
eligible for the grant.

There are also nationality requirements, but if you are a UK citizen living in Wales 
you should be eligible. Non-UK citizens might also be eligible. You should check 
with Student Finance Wales or your college or sixth form if you aren’t sure.

To get WGLG FE, your household income must be £18,370 or less. You can get a 
grant of up to £1,500 for a full-time course and £750 for a part-time course but 
the actual amount depends on your household income.

Student Finance Wales can be contacted for information. Student Finance Wales 
has also published a Guide to the WGLG FE with further information for 2024-25.

Cheaper bus travel

You may be able to apply for a mytravelpass which makes bus travel cheaper for 
16-21 year olds. The travel pass can save you up to a third of the cost of a ticket. 
You’ll need to apply for the pass here.

https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/further-education-funding/welsh-government-learning-grant/
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/further-education-funding/welsh-government-learning-grant/eligibility/
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/contact/
https://www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/media/v05b4gbl/wglgfe_a_guide_to_2425_e_o.pdf
https://mytravelpass.gov.wales/en/application/start/
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5. Financial Contingency Fund (FCF)
The Welsh Government gives money to colleges in Wales so they can help 
students who might be facing financial difficulties, or who are likely to leave their 
education. This money is known as Financial Contingency Funds (FCFs). Some 
colleges may call them Student Support Funds or Student Hardship Funds.

As the money is given to colleges, they are free to set their own detailed rules as 
long as they stay within Welsh Government guidelines. Colleges will usually help 
students by offering emergency payments if you are facing financial difficulties or if 
money problems are making you think about leaving your course.

You should contact your college for further information on the FCF. 

https://www.gov.wales/student-finance-further-education
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